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SERMON, 
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afternoon, October 16, 1831: 


By SYLVANUS COBB; Pastor. 


Those which are 





“Vea and why even of yourselves judge yo, not 
what is right ?”—Luke xii: 57. 


} continue the subject of the former. discourse, 
to stir you up te the exereise of a rational and 
enlightened judgment of what is right, in respect 
to'thé circumstances of the present.time. In that 
discourse I spoke of the simultaneous efforts that 
are making by different religious sects through- 
out our country, to produce such excitements as 
shall. lelp to bring the people under their control. 
I spoke of the means that are used, and among 
otliers, the stories that are, read and related; to 
aid on the work: and quoted from aJleiter which 
has been read in this town, and vearly all over 
New England, purporting to give account of the 
works of revivals in the state of New York. And 
after stating the design of these-stories of sudden 
and marvellous conversions of opposers, that it 
is to make it not only an unpopular, but a fear- 


people to give themselves up to it—I proceed to 
show, that, admitting the truth of these stories, 
they are evidence in opposition to that side of 
the question which they would favor by them. In- 
stead of inducing us to fall in with the work, they 
should induce us to be seperate from it. For these 
stories relate such manuer of conversions as com- 
pare with works which have been in different a- 
ges performed by imposture and enthusiasm, and 
not with the works of sober judgment, of reason 
and truth. To illustrate and support this fact,,1 
adduce the history of some wonderful excitements 
of times gone by, when works as.solemn and as 
great, yes, greater than any talked of now, were 
performed, and concerning which even our revi- 
valists are agreed that they were mere hwman 
works. Largued from hence that we are not to 
sufier ourselves to be x onfounded by hearing or 
seeing of the same kindof works. now, and even 
less in their degree of the marvellous. I showed 
also that the chief engine. of producing those.von- 
derful excitements in different ages, is the doc- 
trine of a future endless hell. By the terrors of 
this doctrine, artfully exerted upen them, they 
are first convicted. Convicted of what? -Ofsin? 
No, it is only a view of the great goodness of 
God, and the goodness and excellency of his law 
—and of our ingratitude and short comings, that 
can make us feel rationally sensible uf our sins. 
But they are by the terrors of hell, convicted of a 


= samen ae 


der concern. Concern about what? Concern a- 
bout. their soul’s going te hell. At length they 
are broughtout? Brought out of what? Out 
of their fear of going to hell.—And how are they 
brought out of this fear? Is it by an acquaintance 
with the scriptures, whereby they see and trust 
the purpose of the grace of ‘God, which secures 
the immortal interests of the human race? Do 
they profess to have found evidencethat God hath 





for “8 whole family of which they are members 


out and communicate to them their immortel | 
good ? 
to reprobate us damnable heresy.» Vi.then they 
have not become. acquainted swith the truth of 
God's purpose of grace securing the final wel- 
fare of ail men, so as to hope im stteh purpose for 
themselves ns a part of that ransomed whole, on 
what then are they depending fer their own sal- 
vation? Why, they compare their views and fee- 
lings with those of the persons: who are leading 
them on inthis business, and sehunt up for them- 
selves those frames and views which they make 
the ground of their hope that God will screen 
them from the wretched doom, unto which he will 
consign many millions of others. This is the be- 
ing brought out; and a poor bringing out of the 
fear of hell it is teo, te be brought out by a hope, 
the foundation of which, instead of its being the 
immutable purpose and grace of God, is their 
own unstable feelings. 

But what I have now mentioned is the whole 
and the real process of becoming senverts in mod- 
ern revivals. Every looker-on can see it: and 
hundreds of my acquaintances, some of whom 
are in this congregation, who have themselves 
gone through the whole, candidly acknowledge 
it; and I challenge any person to gainsay this 
statement of it. Aad in this view of the subject 
you perceive how conspicuous a part the imagin- 
ed hell of future torments acts in these conver- 
sions. The conviction is by this, the concern is 
about this, the being brought out is with reference 
to this, and the ground of hope is those exertions 
which were produced by this. - Hence if you take 
away what hell has done for them, they will be as 
badly off, as they represent us poor Universalists, 
having nothing to trust in but the mercy and grace 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. But I showed 
it in the former discourse to be indisputably true, 
that the hell which effects so much, has its orig- 
in in heathen fables, aud its reservoir in human 
creeds, and that it is not contained in the Bible. 
And now, to warn the portion of the community 
who hear me, against giving countenance to pop- 
ular excitements of the human passions, I will 
produce some further facts in illustration of the 
dangers of them. Look at the cruel miseries 
which were brought tipon this country in and a- 
bout 1692, by the religious mania, concerning 
witchcraft. I ‘call it religious mania, because the 
hot bed in which it grew was religious supersti- 
tions and the aiders of it were ecclesiastical lea- 
ders, who wanted a religious revival. The mis- 
dhief commenced in the family of a Rev. Mr. Par- 
ris, of Salem, and no man was more active in 
spreading the flame than Rev. Cotton Mather, of 





fear of going to hell. Then they are brought.un. 


Boston. He teek one of the children to.his house 





who pretended to be afflicted by witches, and 
managed stich intrigues with the child, and pub- 
lished such an account of it, as contributed much 
to the kinding of those flames whicl: threatened 
the destruction of the countfy. And he denoun- 
ced all as filthy and Atheistical persons; who were 
so uncharitable ‘as*to sttspeet any -of those wen- 
ches of mischief who, in ‘strange fits, pretend to 
be afflicted by devils and witches. He even 
boasted that the case of Margaret Rule, which he 


that love and purpose of grace, which will work | helpedto manage, was productive of good to oth- 


ere, exciting to an attentiowof religion, and caus- 


No, and this sentiment: they are taught}cd a number of additions to the church. (For 


the ministers urged the people to ,become reli- 
gious and join their churches, in order to avert 
the dreadful evil of witcheraft which ‘was infest- 
ing the country.) 

Whenever any ill-minded child or depraved 
hag, being offended with any person, chose to 
feign fits, and accuse such person of being a witch, 
such person accused, though one of the best citi- 
zens, would be torn from the family circle, from 
companion and children, dragged before the 
court, condemned upon the mere testimony of 
those who pretend to be hurt by them, cast rude- 
ly into prison, carried in the midst of scoffs and 
sneers to the place of execution, and barbarous- 
ly put to death. Sodetermined were men in the 
high stations to carry on the horrid excitement, 
that when a girlin court, whohad accused a man 
of tormenting her by witchcraft, cried out sud- 
denly that he had that moment, by an invisible 
power stuck a knife into some part of her body, 
and the court by search found-a pert of a knife 
blade about her, though a young man came for- 
ward and produced the helve and other parts of 
the blade, from which that piece was broken off 
and thrown away by him the day before, so that 
the court was satisfied that she had picked it up 
and brought it infor the purpose of that decep- 
tion, yet they did but gently tell her that she must 
not lie, and nade use of her as a witness in after 
cases against other accused persons. 

Such was the spirit of the time, that it was un- 
safe to act or speak against the work that was 
going on ; for by so doing one would expose him- 
self to the suspicion of being concerned with those 
who had made league with the dévil. Many who 
were innocent confessed themselves witches, to 
save their lives,and have since acknowledg’d their 
motives. And some mnocent persons confessed 
themselves witches, under an impression that 
they were so. They afterwards said that their 
minds were so filled with the sentiments of the 
times, and on being uccused of witchcraft, being 
dragged into court, and there seeing the children 
who accused them fall into strange fits upon their 
looking at them, they were amazed and bewilder- 
ed, and really supposed themselves witches. And 
having thus honestly begun the confession, they 
must, to make themselves beiieved, tell the whole 
story the superstition of the times required, and 
confess that they. were ridden through the air on. - 
a pole, carried to a meeting and a sacrament of 
the devil and his imps, aad with their own blood 
signed the devil’s book. 


This shows the danger of being carried away 





by excitements. The mind in a bewildered state, 
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is ignorant of its own devices, 





stop. 

But a little stronger case, illustrative of the dan- 
gers of popular excitements, is seen in the follow- 
ing confession of twelve jurymen. “We, whose 


names are underwritten, being in the year 1692 
called to serve as jurors in court at Salem on tria 


of many, who were by some suspected guilty of 
doing acts of witchcraft on the bodies of sundry 
persons ; we confess that we ourselves were nut 


capable to understana, nor able to withstand the 


mysterious delusions of the powers of darkness 


and prince of the air; but were, for want of 
krowledge in ourselves, and better information 
from others, prevailed with to take up with such 
evidence against the accused, as, on further cun- 
sideration, and better inforaation, we justly fear 


was insufficient for the touching the lives of any 


whereby we fear we have been instrumental, with 
others though ignorant and unwittingly, to bring 
upon ourselves and this people of the Lord the 
Signed by Thom- 


guilt of innocent blood,” &c. 
as Fisk, foreman, and eleven others. 


Here then is the confession of twelve jurors, 
well meaning men, showing that even in cases 
touching the lives of their fellow creatures, they 


acted under the raging excitement of the times, 
without understanding. They knew not what 


they did. 


“But what,” you will ask, “has the excitement 
of Salem witchcraft, to do with the religious ex- 
eitements of the present day?” I answer, er- 
citement is excitement, and it is the disgrace and 
injury of a community to be thrown under its in- 


fluence, whatever may be the subject of it. And 


this is the fact which Ihave been endeavouring 


to illustrate by the different facts I have adduced. 
If the prevailing excitement and bewildering ter- 
rors of that time induced persons to believe them- 
selves witches who were es ignorant of witchcraft 
as the nursing child, so doubtless the bewildering 
maneuvres and raging excitements of this pres- 
eut time for religious revivals, carry many minds 
into a frame which they think to be religion, who 
are as unacquainted with true religion as the oth- 
ers were with witchcraft. And if jurors, in cases 
involving the lives of their neighbors, have acted 
without reason or understanding because they 
were swayed and governed by the prevailing man- 
ia, so doubtless many are acting without reason 
or understanding, by the influence of the reli- 
gious mania, of the present time. Their minds 
being bewildered by the sulphureons fear of a fu- 
ture hell, and the actors in the excitement incul- 
cating upon them a fear of harm from a free aud 
respectful communion on the subject with persons 
who fall not in with the work, children are here- 
by caused to disrespect their parents, wives their 
husbands, and friends their friends ; and though 
they get proselyted, if they do not break the spell 
that binds them, it is to their serious injury for 
life. They suffer great unhappiness, which they 


might be saved from by walking in the faith of 


the gospel, as gospel free-men, in the perfect law 
of liberty. 

Ihave heard even my doctrinal opposers ex- 
press much wonder that any respectable people 
should have been affected and proselyted by the 
mafieuvres of Cochran. But as long as they 
eherish the sentiment, and train up their children 
in it, that the performance of sudden and won- 
derful conversions are an evidence that the work 
is of the Holy Spirit, and that on the subject of 
religion we are not to make up our judgment by 
calm and deliberate study, but are to act under 


of nd having set vut) 
in the prevailing movements, knows not where » 











the first man whose tact at the terri 

us with the apprehension of future wo, if, I say, 
they train up their children in such sentiments, 
they have no security against any of those impo- 
, | sitions which have been played off under the name 
tof religion. For if, withou n and argument, 
we are to give up to passionate excitement, one 
man’s horrific denunciations may have their ef- 
fect as well as other’s. 

And if the members of the community will not 
»|habituate themselves to deliberately judging for 
themselves what is right, we have no security a- 
gainst the acting over the old tragedy of demon- 
ism and witchcraft. If Dr. Ely’s plan ofa chris- 


tian party in politics should succeed, for which 


,| assistant, and the rulers should be made up of 
the members of such christian party, and the cler- 
gy should judge that some terrors nearer than 
those of the heathen fell would serve them as a 
proselyte engine, it would be in their power to 
set cunning agtors to work, and by distributing 
them into different parts of the country, to set at 
work the troubles of witchcraft throughout our 
community. By denouncing those as enemies 
of God, corrupt and irreligious, who should labor 
to expose their vile manceuvres in the work, they 
would spread their terrors into every neighbour- 
hood ; numerous cases of dreadful sufferings by 
the torturing arts of witches would be taking 
place, and any of us who should stand out against 
the scheme would be cried out upon as witches, 
and confederates of Satan; and misery and ruin 
would spread and prevail in the land, until the 
people should either rise up, shake off the yoke 
of priest-craft, and judge for themselves what is 
right, or else a desire to appease God and avert 
the evils of witchcraft, should bring a sufficient 
number into their churches te satisly their ambi- 
tion. 

Who can tell us such means, or who can assure 
us what means, may not yet by attempted? Who 
would have believed twenty years ago, that Con- 
gregationalists and Presbyterians would ever have 
descended to the wild and ranting course for pros- 
elyting, which they have now adopted? If yeu 
had hinted to them the suspicion of such a thing, 
they would have scorned your,insinuation as an 
insult, the fruit of uncharitable feelings. Such 
wild and diserderly conduct in other sects they 
sternly condemned, and maintained that the sub- 
ject of religion should always be treated with de- 
liberation, sobeyness, and reason. 

But now, seeing that a calm dispassionate state 

of the public mind on the subject of religion is 
leading the people into more enlarged and benev- 
olent views of the subject than is agreable to their 
creeds, they aré employing all their arts and out- 
doing even the Methodist in cunning and terrific 

ranting, to raisé a bewildering excitement in the 
minds of the people, and with as much dexterity 
as the fowler snares his game, proselyte and bind 
them on the spot. 

When it is determined to have a revival in a 

certain place, the plans of operation are all Jaid 
out, and the actors are appointed, and when the 

operations begin, the poor honest people flock to- 
gether, and not seeing the snare, are made the 

subjects of the horrid theatrical sport of hell fire 

and damnation. And some of the means employ- 
ed display such moral depravity, that it is a dis- 
agreeable task to expose them. But the cause 
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You remember the extracts which I read in the 
morning, from a letter dated Utica, Febuary 7. 
1831, and which has been read in a public mee- 
ting in this village, for the purpose of promoting 
the religious excitement here—Among other 
things stated in that letter is the following; ‘A 

romineat member and deacon in the Universa- 
fist Society, on his way to his church, turned, 
and stepped into Dr. Lansing’s church. He heard 
and was convinced. He had a distressing night 
among christians whom he had requested tu pray 
for him. He was fully convicted the mext day. 
His former minister, Mr. Skinner, is so enraged 
with Dr. Lansing, that he abuses bim without 
mercy in his pulpit and paper. It is all in vain,” 
c. 
Now this is a story about which there could be 
no mistake with a person residing in that town. 
He knew whether it were true or false. And 
we have positive evidence that it is an entire and 
deliberate falsehood. 1 have in my hand the an- 
swer of Br. Skinner, of Utica, to a letter of in- 
quiry sent him from Oxford, Mass. in relation to 
this subject. 

After publishing the letter of inquiry from Ox- 
ford, he remarks in answer as follows :—“The 
above letter relates to the same subject oa which 
Br. Rayner wrote; an extract from whose letter 
was published ond answered in this paper 3 
weeks since. The utter falsity of the whole ste- 
ry, the fact that not a single circumstance named 
(except that the orthodox have had slender revi- 
vals) has ever been known to occur here, and that 
orthodoxy cannot boast of having converted a 
single man, woman or child from Universalism, 
was then fully stated by us. In addition to these 
things, we would now state that we have several 
very respectable converts from orthodoxy to U- 
niversalism; and can give their names when re- 
quired.” .—' ; 

Of the truth of this there can be no possible 
doubt. It-was published in Mr. Skinner’s paper, 
in Utiea, June 18th, and had been published in 
the same paper before in answer to inquiries from 
Br. Rayner. If this statement of Br. Skinner, 
asserting the utter falsehood of the orthodox sto- 
ry, were inccrrect, it must, being given in public 
print there on the spot, have sunk him to public 
disgrace and ruin. But you willask, ifany blame 
ean be attached to those who have read this sto- 
ry in public meetings, though the author of it 
knew its falsehood? I answer, it is manifest 
that they have all been conscious that said letter 
was framed for the mere purpose of éffect 
in other places, and have had no confidence 
in the truth of its relations. Why else should it 
have been so many hundreds of times copied iu 
writing, and circulated in this manner all over 
New England, and never suffered to go into pub- 
lic print? Some have said that the reason of its 
not being published is that it is too personal. But 
the giving of such a reason is a proof of guilt, for 
it is manifestly an effort to make an excuse.—There 
are no names given in the letter ; and if there had 
been, their conversions, if they were such as sta- 
ted, must have been as notorious within the cir- 
cle of their acquaintance as they could be made 
by their publication. And if they were ashamed 
to have it known abroad that they were conver- 
ted to orthodoxy, it might stilt as well have been 
put'into print, as puklicly read in every neigh- 
borhood. 





of religion, which so many of its professed friends 
are wounding and dishonouring, requires me to 


And further, though the falsehood of this sto- 
ry bas been exposed in our priodicals, aud the 
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iblishers of their periodicals have seen this ex- 
posure, and some of their ministers have had it 
shown them, yet they have not recalled it; they 
have not published any warning to their churches 
against any longer feeding on that wicked false- 
hood, and ny an effect by continu- 
ing to repeat it, but they have countenanced its 
continued circulation, and it has still been going 
the rounds, But ths is only of acharacter with 
what is very common in the warfare of our reli- 
gious opposers. It is common to find in their 
tracts, and their religious journals, and even to 
hear from their pulpits, false calumnious stories, 
designed to heap odium on a class of christians 
which they cannot oppose by fairermeans. ‘When 
we call on them for the proof of their stories, 
they treat our calls with neglect;and when we 
positively prove to them their falsehood, they 
will not recall nor correct them. It appears that 
they are given over for atime to a reprobate 
mind. ‘They seem to care not for the vileness 
of the means, if they can only, for the time being, 
make proselytes, expecting that by warning them 
against hearing or reading any thing on the sub- 
ject from liberal christians, they shall keep them 
ignorant of the deception. 

I know that these things which I have been 
saying, are hard things to say of high professors 
of religion. But so things are, and it is our du- 
ty to speak of them, to guard othérs against in- 
jurious deception, and to chastise, that if possi- 
ble we may correct those who have been so lost 
to a sense of moral rectitude. If we have any 
love for the christian religion, and would mourn 
to see the cold hand of infidelity erect her trium- 
phant standard in our country, then, inthe name 
of all that is good and lovely, let us lend our en- 
deavours towards purging out this abominable 
hypocrisy and wickedness from the christian 
church. 

To say a word more with regard to the fa- 
mous Utica letter, of the truth or falsehood of the 
other stories in it we have no information, other 
than that some of them bear on themselves the 
marks of falsehood. But I have already shown, 
that admitting their truth, they argue more against 
than for the conversions which they.relate, being 
accredited to the Holy Spirit. But the deacon’s 
story is not only wicked, but extremely weak and 
insolent.— Because a man isa Universalist deacon 
believing in Christ as being virtually what the 
Father sent him to be, the Saviour of the world, 
he is not a christian. But they who believe that 
Christ will prove to be the Saviour of a part of 
the world only, and that his mediation will be 
the means of enhancing the final misery of the 
rest, they, for this belief, are christians! And 
this man, on hearing Dr. Lansing a few minutes, 
becomes so terrified because of his having be- 
lieved and trusted in Christ as the Saviour of the 
world, that he has a distressing night, among the 
christians whom he has invited to pray with him, 
that he might have his faith contracted to theirs, 
and so come nigher to unbelief? If such a thing 
had been, instead of other Universalists having 
their faith shaken by it, they would only have 
looked with astonishment on the profeund igno- 
rance, or else consummate hypocrisy of that man. 

But if the conversion ot men from one sect to 
another, proves the wrong of the former and 
the right of the latter, we have an hundred such 
arguments to their one in our favor. For a con- 
siderable portion of the members of our societies 
have been converted to us from other orders. 






by a candid and deliberate study of the scrip- 
tares. These conversions argue something in 
favor of the doctrine ; not, however, so much as 
to require you to profess a belief in it because 
they do, without understanding it ; but so mueh 
as to amount to a call on others to examine the 
subject with candor, that they may be qualified 
to judge for themselves what is right. 

In concluding this discourse, [ do most affec- 
tionately exhort my hearers to improve their op- 
portunities to treasure up a store of knowledge 
and understanding. ‘This will be a security un- 
to you against the storms and whitlwinds of im- 
posture and fanaticism which may bluster around 
you, and your examples and conversations will, 
by the blessing of God, save others. Make your- 
selves familiar with the manner of the conver- 
sions recorded in the scriptures, wrought by the 
mimstry of Christ and his apostles. You will 
find that they were all wrought by the -people’s 
minds being fed with knowledge and understan- 
ding. WhenSt. Paul preached in Berea, he did 
not tell the people that they must consent to his 
creed before they should go to sleep that night, 
that they must subscribe to it whether they could 
understand it or not, lest they should die before 
morning, and be cast beyond the reach of divine 
mercy. No; he encouraged them to be deliber- 
ate, and tosearch the scriptures daily, or from 
day to day, to satisfy themselves whether these 
things were so. And when they had become 
believers, they did not turn their minds down 
into themselves, to make up out of their own 
frames and feelings the ground of their hope, 
but in Jesus and the resurrection was their hope. 
They understood the mystery of God’s will, ‘“ac- 
cording to his good pleasure which he hath pur- 
posed in himself, that in the dispensatiou of the 
fulness of times he might gather together in one 
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven 
and on earth, even in him.” 

My young friends, may I not repose confidence 
in you that you will take the pains to acquaint 
yourselves with the history of man, that you 
may understand the workings of human imposi- 
tions, and that you will acquaint yourselves with 
the holy scriptures, which are able to make you 
wise unto salvation, and that you will stand forth 
as lights in surrounding darkness, firmly and 
boldly supporting, in theory and practice, the 
religion of truth, of reason and of universal good- 
ness? 

I will close in the following expressive lines 
of the poet:— 

«Were once these maxims fix’d that God’s our friend, 
Virtue our good, and happiness our end, 


Row soon would reason o’er the world prevail, 
And error, fraud, and superstition fail.” 


“Sir, we hear there is an eternal heil. 
afraid of it.’ 

The Episcopal Watchman of the 29th ult. con- 
tains an extract of a letter from Dr. Judson, Mis- 
sionary at,Burmah; publish’d in the ChristianjSec- 
rstary. It gives an accountof Missionary opera- 
tions tn that quater. He says, “The great annual 
festival is just past, during which the multitudes 
come from the remotest parts of the country, 
and worshipat the great Shway Pagoda in this 
place. Duringthe festival, I have given away 
nearly 10,000 Tracts. Some come two or three 
months journey, from the borders of Siam and 
China,—saying—‘Sir, we hear there is an eter- 
nal hell. We are afraid of it; Dr. give us a wn- 
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And many of our most worthy preachers were 
eonverted from other sects ; and not converted in 


ting that will tell us how to escape it.’ Othets 
come from the frontiers of Cassay, a hundred 





miles north of Ava—‘Sir, we have seen a writing 
that tells about an eternal God. Are you the 
man that gives away such writings? If so, pray 
give us one, for we want to know the truth before 

we die.’ 


We here learn what is the principal informa- 
tion which our christian Missionaries deem it 
peculiarly important to communicate to these ig- 
norant Pagans, viz. That there is an eterna/ 
God, and that he has made an eternal Hell, in 
which to torment his own creatures forever! 
This appears to be the substagce and most funda- 
mental part of the message which these Heralds 
of good tidings—‘the glorious gospel of the bles- 
sed God,’ are anxious to publish to their delu- 
ded fellow creatures who are perishing for lack 
of this heavenly knowledge! Howbeautiful up- 
on the distant mountains, must the feet of such 
Missionaries be!! ‘We hear that there is an 
eternal God.’ And ‘We hear that there is an 
eternal hell.’ !—Yes, every Tract those Mission- 
aries distribute, and doubtless every sermon, and 
every exhortation they deliver, tells of an eter- 
nal hell. This isa part of what is now called 
gospel tidings, but which the primitive Apostolic 
Missionaries had not learned, for never once, that 
we have any account of, did they, either in their 
preaching or writing, tell of an eternal hell, as a 
place of suffering in a future world. If the true 
gospel was preached and published among those 
benighted people, we should hear, probably, of 
very different enquiries being made; such as the 
following—‘Sir, we have heard of an_ eternal 
God, who is the Creator and Father of us all, 
and who loves us, even though we are dead in 
trespasses and sins, and whose intention it is, ac- 
cording to his eternal purpose, to deliver us from 
this state of sin and misery, and make us forever 
happy in another world. Do Dr. give us a wri- 
ting that will tell us about this great and good 
Being, and that will teach us how we should 
serve him.’ 

Farther on in his letter, after scolding stoutly 
at his brethren at home for not being more liber- 
al towards the mission, the Dr. says—‘But what- 
ever they do, we cannot sit still and see the dear 
Burmans, flesh and blood like ourselves, and 
like ourselves, possessed of immortal souls, that 
will shine forever in heaven, or burn forever in 
hell,—we cannot see them go down to perdition, 
without doing our very utmost to save them.’ Ab, 
this looks like pure benevolence. And we doubt 
not, if it were in the Doctor’s power, he would 
save the souls of every one ofthe ‘dear Burmans.’ 
Now if their Maker, and the Father of their spir- 
its, has any thing like the amount of Dr. Jud- 
son’s benevolence, the dear Burmans are in no 
danger of ‘burning forever in hell ;’ even if all 
the Missionaries should forsake them, and never 
again carry to them the gospel tidings of ‘an eter- 
nal hell! !’—Religious Ing. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

“What will you do when you get to hell ?” 
said the Rev. Mr. C., in the most terror-inspiring 
tone and manner, to a lady who trusted in God 
as a Saviour of all men, and whom he had been 
endeavoring to terrify into a belief of endless 
misery—* What will you do when you get to hell?” 
She meekly replied, with acomposed smile, “En- 
deavor to ake myself as comfortable as possi- 
ble.” 


The calm composure of the answer must have 
abashed the minister of wrath, more than the most 








inted rebuke for his impudence could possibly 
ave done.—G. 








COMMUNICATIONS. 








[FOR THE UNIVERSALI«T. WATCHMAN.) 
REQUEST COMPLIED WITH, 
(IN PART.) 

[We gave atriendly hint, afew weeks since, to our 
subscribers that they would confer a great favor on us, 
as well as on the cause we advocate, if each of them 
would obtain one subscriber for the Watchman. That 
reasonable request has heen complied with by several of 
ourkind friends, who are requested to accept our thanks. 
We have taken thé liberty to make the following extracts 
from some of the lettems we hare received.] 

Br. Beur— 

* * * The Orthodox have had a Camp 
meeting in this town, and during the time they 
had from 20 to 30 meetings in a week, and since 
that time from 10 to 20; and notwithstanding all 
this manceuvering, they are on the decrease.— 
Something must be done, and 1 expect another 
campaign wil! be the result. Their Commander 
is thé man who “split the soldier’s blanket,” as 
report says, inthe last war. The Watchman and 
its editor were most shamefully abused by the 
men in black ;. and to pay them for their abuse, 
I cheerfully comply with your request, and double 


my diligence in obtaining subscribers. I send 
you two subscribers. * *. 
Respectfully yours, S. BURT. 


ec. 1831. 


Peru, 


Mr. Eprror, 

As you have expressed a wish to have your 
list of subscribers increased at the beginning of 
the year, I therefors send you the name of —— 
, of Londonderry, as a subscriber to your 
— 


JOHN GEARFIELD, jr. 





Mr. Bett— 

The cause of truth is gaining ground at Mer- 
iden. Although we are few in numbers, we shall 
not yield to our opponents unless they ean con- 
vince us of our error. Our numbers are increas- 
ing slowly, but with a firm step. You remarked 
in your paper, not long since, that if every sub- 
seriber would procure one more, they would do 
you a great favor. I have succeeded in procur- 
ing one more subscriber for your paper. * * *, 
The money will be paid to your Agent, John 
Harris, Esq. 


Yours, &c. JAMES NEAL. 


Mr. Bevr— 

Dear Sir, I noticed in the columns of the 
Watchman an article addressed to Agents and 
subseribers. Being anxious to do all [ can for 
the benefit of your valuable paper, I have obtain- 
ed two more subscribers to the Watchman, and 
I hope all your subscribers may soon tell the 
Ses aay, © OS eset 

T. DAVENPORT. 
Brandon, Dec. 21, 1831. 


[We entertain the same hope. Yos, we hope on our 
return from the North, to find a two bushel basket full of 
letters, containing the names of new subscribers. Twelve 
hundred would about fill such a basket. And should we 
find a little money in them, it would be still more gratify- 
ing ; and not only so, but our creditors would have “‘pleas- 
ant countenances.”’] 





Mr. Berr— 

We have of late been favored with very 
peaceable times in our little village. The great 
strife which some months ago existed between 
the Baptist and Congregationalist Churches, in 
this place, (about their claims on the new made 





Mr. Ingraham, not long since, requested the 
members.of his church “to pray, and pray ear 
nestly too, that all who were indulging a hope 
might come. forward unhesitatingly and umite 
with the church, or give up their hope entitely, 
and go back into the world again.” It however 
appears that the request of his Reverence availed 
but little, for the cold breezes of winter, or some 
other breeze, appears to have chilled the ardor 
of the good Orthodox brethren, and thereby im- 
pelled them to lay aside all their before-sunrise- 
Sabbath-morning-prayer-meetings, and all their 
protracted meetings. Notwithstanding the Or+ 
thodox people in this vicinity are honest enough 
to own that nothing ever transpired in this section 
of the country that so far advanced the cause of 
Universalism as the late excitement, and nothing 
so plainly exhibited to the world the deep daid 
plans of the orthodox clergy, it is astonishing to 
witness the undue measures they take to accom- 
plish their object. The clergy picture to the 
imaginations of their hearers'a huge Lake that 
burns with fire and brimstone, and warn them 
with sonorous voices to repent “this very night, 
lest, ere the dawn of another day, they find them- 
selves broiling in the interior of this awful fire, 
with millions of infernals.” They tell them that 
now is the time, the accepted time, and if they do 
not repent now, God will turn a deaf ear to all 
their cries, for he has been knocking at the door 
of their hearts and they would not open unto 
him. 

Now such language as this, uttered ina solemn 
and impressive manner, aided by the ringing of 
bells—by singing—and such other means as are 
calculated to arouse the nervous system, have a 
powerful effect on the minds of the weak and 
timid, and all such as bave a shadow of belief in 
the endless wretchedness of the wicked in a fu- 
ture state of existence, will certainly have their 
feelings wrought upon. But, I ask, when will 
mankind become so much enlightened that they 
will not attribute effects to supernataral causes 
when natural causes are amply sufficient to ac- 
count forthem? Does not the goodness of God 
suffer the clergy to frighten mankind with the 
story of endless torments for the same reason that 
he suffers other evils to exist? 

Yours, &e. THOS. DAVENPORT. 

Brandon, 21, 1831. 

———— 
From the Boston Trumpet. 
TO REV. MR. TODD, 
GROTON, MASS. 


Rev. Sir:—Being satisfied that my first com- 
munication to you was as well received and as 
attentively read as I had reason to expect, I am 
encouraged to address you again. It affords 
me pleasure to write, when I can oppose error 
in a direct manner, and yet clothe my views in 
such courteous terms as not to offend. T hope 
this com-nunication will be no less aeceptable or 
convincing than the former. It will be my prin- 
cipal aim to remove some misapprehensions in 
regard to my motives in opposing the late meas- 
ures of orthodoxy. 

You appear to think that I mean to charge the 
clergy with the intention of producing, by revival 
operations,all the miscbievous & destructive con- 
sequences which follow them. Indeed, I'am 
credibly informed that some of your ministering 
brethren have asserted, that I publickly charge 
the Orthodox, with the wilful murder of all those, 
who have died of late, by suicide, infanticide, &e. 
in consequence of four day’s meetings and other 

















others, that you are whollv 
Opitien never entered my mind , mucl less didt 
express it. Ivconsider it slanderous in the ex 
—_ to-accuse me: of harboring such an unchar- 
i opinion. | wees oes a bold and fearléss 
course, and speak fi 

private and in public, there 1s no room for eva- 
sion or equivocation. Let an appeal be made 
then, to the intelligent and candid. 1 fear not 
their decision. It has been my uniform prac- 
tice to tell people distinctly, when they have ask- 
ed my opimon, that although numerous cases of 
insanity, suicide, é&¢.. could be fairly and unde- 
niably traced to orthodox excitements, yet, I 
would by no means have it inferred that the cle 
gy meant to drive people to distraction and pre- 
mature death. But, that such effects ‘naturally 
follow their unreasonable, unscriptural, and hyp- 
ocritical management, must be evident. Nor 
am [alone in this view ofthe sabject. I presume 
you will not have the hardihood to deny it. Your 
olject is to. make proselytes at all events, and 
risk the consequences. If all who are terror- 
stricken by orthodox measures “get converted” 
to your sect, all is well; and if some of them die 
of grief, and some run mad and destroy them- 
selves and others, you are notdisheartened. As 
a body, you rush forward with astonishing vehe- 
mence.—Deny this statement of facts, Sir, if you 
can. But how can you publish a denial, and still 
pursue the same course ? Remain silent, and 
you stand self-convieted of the truth of my re- 
marks. 

It is my sober opinion, Sir, that the Orthodox 
clergy are anti-republican in their views and fee- 
lings. You wish to unite Chureh and State, pro- 
vided your seet can have the control. Then 
would you deal with other sects, as did your ven- 
erable predecessors. Having failed in the Sun- 
day Mail plot, you have had recourse to strata- 
gem. You mean to coerce public opinion. by 
Sabbath Schools, distribution of Tracts, &e 
You have adopted new and fiery measures in 
order to attract undivided attention. By four 
days meetings, revivals, prayer meetings, &c. you 
mean to incorporate the Methodists, free-willers, 
with your sect, and secure their vote, at some 
future day, far Orthodox rulers. You are ma 
king preparations to organize Dr. Exy’s army of 
voters, of which he speaks so boldly.— You mean 
to contro] the vote of the country, and-establish 
your own sect by law, at the exclusion of othiers. 

These, Sir, are my deliberate opinions. Hence 
as in duty bound, | oppose your measures: | 
oppose them openly, conscious of the purity of 
my motives, and the justice of my cause. If! 
am wrong, I beg you to convince me of my error. 
I stand epen to conviction. Truthalone is what 
I desire. Let me repeat, then, that I ain wrong, 
tell me so, in plain words; if right’ let your si- 
lence give consent. 

Again. You are wrongin saying, that we oppose 
your meetings barely on account of their being 
protracted four days. People are deceived whieu 
you harp on the term “four days” We oppose 
them, mostly, on account of their known influence. 
They lead to fanaticism, distraction and death : 
and‘are the omens of the reigri of terror and per- 
seeution which will follow, unless their desolating, 
march is staid. For ordinary religious purposes 
meetings need not be multiplied, and protracted 
for four days or more. But these measures keep 
alive the various plans of the clergy. Commu-. 
nity is destitute of repose. All is commotion 
and contention. Neighborhoods and familivs 
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professors who are now veracious, were always 
“so. Ihave had more palpable falsehoods repor- 


we divided. Some 
and othérs ‘suicidal. 





f know of no instance in 


jsome despondant, | face. Look! “Tike Sodomires were DovsTiess 
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Universakists, and are now EXTOYING the BLESSINGS 


ape 








are two fold more the'children ef kell than them- 
selves, 


I would to God that they might not 


which they have done any good; but that ‘such |of @ Univensa, Heaven!” How: solemm you) meet with any better success in every place where 


have been the case, I do not dispute. It | must have Jooked and felt, when you uttered that 
But let | awful, sober fact ? 
ing terror by a more. efiectual method than by 
saying, hell, wrath, and damnation! 


must be an ill wind that blows no good. 
as have occular denronstration, instead of bare 
assertion. Why do your ministers tell such great 
sories abroad, about wonders at home, and, at 
home, concerning wonders abroad? Why not 
make reports where they can be proved and tes- 
ted? Isit because they will not bear examina- 
tion? 1 would go twenty miles to see one, who 
was converted by orthodoxy froma liar to a man 
of truth, from dishonesty to honesty, or from a 
jimber-tongued tattling “busy body,” to a peace- 
able, truth-telling citizen. But, so far as my 
knowledge extends, the more you convert people, 
the worse they are, in the above respect.—These 


ted about me, within five andtwenty years, by 
zealous religionists, than by all other classes of 
community. The most respectable and peacea- 
ble portion of Orthodox congregations, I have 
found to be non-professors. The moment you 
get them into your clutches, most of them be- 
come sour, distant, conceited and unkind in their 
feelings and conduct. Still, f regard it as a 
misfortune, on their patt, rather than a crime. 
The fault lays at the door of your clergymen. 
You know better than to frighten the little timid 
souls half to death, who cling to your arms for 
salvation. You know better than to pretend 
that their immortal welfare depends on the im- 
pressions which are produced by your scarecrow 
sermons. You know better than to invent sto- 
vies and tell them merely for effect ; like setting 
fire to an old garment stuffed with straw, and 
while it is blazing in a dark night, rush and 
scream through the street as though a sinner had 
come on a mission from your hell, to warn a 
world, and scare women and children. Can 
you deny these facts? Orcan you blame me in 
your heart, for exposing such measures to the 
public gaze, with my serious convictions of their 
tendency ? 

You will perceive that I charge the principal 


deception upon the management and duplicity of 


priests. The people generally, are honestly de- 
ceived. They have been taught from theirinfan- 
cy to venerate the priesthood. They adee not 
question the motives of.those who profess to be 
sent of God. Parents educate their children to 


rely implicity on the declarations of their minis- 
Under these impressions they assent to un- 
intelligible and absurd dogmas. It is by no means 


ters. 


Strange that thirty or forty priests, professing to 
be specially commissioned from a deity of infinite 
wrath, should be able, in four or five days to 
frighten as many children and young people. 
, To conclude: I’ am.informed, Sir, that you 
stated in the Baptist meeting house, that “the Sod- 
omites were doubtless Universalists, and are now en- 
joying the blessings of a universal heaven !” 

That you made the above declaration, I have 
no reason to doubt. I had it from a respectable 
gentleman who would not be influeneed by any 
improper prejudices. Not being a Universalist, 
he could not feel himselfimplicated. Here, then, 
we have a speeimen of your sincerity and candor ! 
You are the man who professes to hold in sueh 
perfect abhorrence, every thing like irony or 
lightness in preaching! You are one of the men, 
who complain because Universalists attack the 
views of otlier denominations! Let me, Sir, in 


« 


i conelude you were preach- 


You call it 
a “universal heayen.” Here is a specimen of 
your gravity, sincerity, and awful concern for the 
welfare of immortal souls. What a flood of or- 
thodox pity must have filled vour soul when you 
tantalized over the supposed, eternal miseries of 
the Sodomites, who were guilty of the very things, 
for which, till within a short time, the clergy of 
your sect have beew distinguished, viz : “‘pride, 
tdleness, and fullness ot bread ;” and the first and | 
last of which are now as peculiar to your charac- 
ter, as spots are to the skins ofa leopard. What 
a serious impression that bold and truthless sar- 
casm must have had on sinners, seeking the sal- 
vation of their. souls. You believed one part of 
your statement, just as much as the other and no 
more. You no more believe that “the Sodom- 
ites were Universalists,” than you do, that they 
“are now enjoying a universal heaven.” I call 
on you, Sir, to retract that ridiculous assertion. 
It well nigh lost you what little credit you had 
for honesty and sincerity. It will be much for 
your interest to come out with a fair acknowl 
edgement. Yours, &c. R.§. 


SOUTH HAMPTON, N. H. 
We have received the following letter from 
South Hampton, N. H. As many falsehoods 
will unquestionably be published about this four 
days meeting, as others, we give the following 
true account. It comes tous certified by the 
names of twu respectable citizens of that town. 
Sourn Hampton, Nov. 14, 1831. 

Mr. Eprror:—There bas been the week past 
one of those ridiculous farces played off upon the 
people of this town, which the orthodox style 
tour days, or protracted meetings. It commen- 





they hold four days meetings heve had 
here; and 1f they should not, F am much mista- 
ken if they did not soon stop their unhallowed 
career. - THEOPHILANTHROPIST. 
Trumpet. 


OUTRAGEOUS BLASPHEMY. 

We have heard, that at a recent four days 
meeting, in Rindge, N. H. (we believe we give 
the name of the town correctly,) there was x 
scenic representation of whatfthe clergy call the 
day of judgment. One of them took the pulpit, 
and personated the judge. The pious ones took 
the right hand, and the rest of the congregation 
were disposed of on the left. ‘Towheighten the 
description, the judge repeated the well know: 
words of the parable, saying, “Come ye blessed,” 
&c. to those on his right, and “Depart ye curs- 
ed into everlasting fire,” to those on tle lefi. 
There was a large number of children present. 
“O,” said the clergyman to them, “what if the 
day of judgment were to come now? — What 
if the archangel’s trumpet were this moment to 
be blown ?” At this signal a trumpeter who had 
been hired for the purpose, and whom the priests 
had secreted back of the singing seats, blew « 
tremendous blast with his trumpet—The effect 
was indescribable. The children were frighted 
nearly into fits, und some of them, it is said, have 
not yet recovered from the shock. }f this ac- 
count be trne or if any thing has transpired 2p- 
proaching to it, it is one of the most audacious 
and unjustifiable tricks we ever heard of, and de- 
serves severely to be reprehended. We will 
thank any person acquainted with these circum- 
stances, to send us a fair and full account, which 
we wil] readily publish, that the public may he 
more completely put on their guard against these 
deceptions.—ib. 











ced last 'Tuesday morning, and ended the fol- 
lowing Saturday afternoon. ‘There were ten or 
twelve different priests attending during the mee- 
ting. Iam happy to learn, however, that they 
met with little or no success in making proselytes 
to theirsect. After preaching some fifteen or 
twenty discourses, or harrargues, in which they 
were very liberal in damning souls to hell ; after 
reading a host of notes desiring prayers for un- 
godly fathers, or mothers, unconverted sisters 


would not stay to their inquiry meeun 


gs, 


ter laboring day and night from Tuesday till Sat- 
urday, what was the result? Not one single 
person comes forward to tell the wonderful things 
that have been done for his poor soul. On the 
fourth day of this farcical four days meeting, the 
wily priests who conducted it, did, by using all 
the art and management they were masters of, 
prevail upon six young and timid females, and 
two males, to come forward to be prayed for; 
but no one of them to my knowledge has come 
out a perfect convert te the sect. No, Mr. Edi- 
tor, people in this place are too much enlighten- 
ed to he duped by crafty and designing priests, 
who are going through the country to make 





® civil manner, hold your merror before your own 


proselytes : and when they have made such, they 


and profligate brothers; after prayers and exhor- 
tations almost without number ; after miany hyp-| 
ocritical sights, sobs and tears ; after denouncing | Anchor. 
all who believe in the goodness of God to all his! 


CHURCH AND STATE. 

At a meeting held a short time before the last 
election, in the town of Argyle, Washington co. 
N. Y. in the church of George Mars of that 
place, deacon Jolin Robinson, one of the deacons 
of that church, requested to be heard. He ad- 
dressed the meeting at some length, and among 
other things, told his brethren and others i: 
hearing, that the Church would never do well 
till it and the State were joined—and not tilt 
then would the Church be happy.—Anchor. 





Extract from a letter to the Senior Editor of th 


I have no news of importance to communicate. 











creatures, as Infidels and Atheists; after calling | The “revival” in this region, if we were able 
those immoral, irreligious, and illbred, who} to judge from the small number of spectators 
and | and convicts, is beginning to run emptins, and 
hear the character of a demon ascribed to the} of course, 2 continuation of the buisness will 
giver of every good and perfect gift ; in short, af-| soon be considered by the managers, unprofita- 


ble and “inexpedient.” 

We have latey had two “pretracted meetings, 
in my neighborhood—one by the Methodists and 
the other by the Presbyterians. They were ta- 
pered off genteely, to about a dozen hearers, and 
discontinued. The last meeting was held by the 
Presbyterians. After the conclusion of the mec- 
ting, a preacher was heard to say—-“‘You may 
as well get up a revival in hell, as where Univer- 
salism has been preached so mach,” or words to 
that effect —What are weto infer from this ex- 
pression? Why first, that their god was unable 
to contend against Universalists er their peculiar 
doctrine ; and secondly, that this awfel-dex priest 
was willing to acknowledge it. What a power- 





ful-dox must be ! 


Yours truly. J. C. 








WATCHMAN AND REPOSITORY. 
WOODSTOCK, JANUARY 7, 1832. 
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“I have set Watchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem.’ 








MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS. 

Br, WARREN SKINNER will preach at the Court House in 
this village on the third Sabbath in January. 

Br. Joun Moore will preach at the Court House in this vil- 
jage on the 5th Sabbath in January. 

The editor will preach at Plattsburgh next Sabbath, (to- 
morrow.) 

Br. Fayette Mace will preach at Bridgewater on the 4th 
Sabbath in January. 





VERMONT TELEGRAPH. 

The editor of this paper has furnished us with the; 
name of the individual in Heath, Mass. who was con- 
verted from Universalism to the doctrine of endless 
torments. ‘ The individual is Ephraim Smith, Esq. re- 
cently of Whitingham, Vt.” We have two subscribers 
jn this town who are respectfully requested to collect 
such information respecting this ‘‘ Ephraim Smith Esq.” 
as their opportunities will permit, and furnish us with 
the same. It appears that he isan Esquire. Perhaps 
he is an office-seeker, and can change his coat to suit his 
convenience. We very much doubt, from his letter, 
that he was ever a confirmed Universalist, for the rea- 
sons'expressed in No. 32 of the Watchman. He repre- 
sents himself as having been ‘in darkness and death” 
previous to his conversion—‘ blinded by that flattering 
doctrine, Universal Salvation,” but since the veil has 
been removed, he takes great “‘ comfort in contemplat- 
jng upon the glories of God.”” He could discover more 
of the “glories of God” itt the final emancipation of a 
whole world from sin, previous to his conversion, but 
since his saving change he can “‘ contemplate upon the 
glories of God” in the damnation of a large portion of the 
human family, with ‘‘ comfort’ and satisfaction. We 
have no doubt that this Ephraim Smith, Esq. was dblind- 
ed, but not by Universalism, unless the intenseness of 
the light put out his eyes. 

The editor of the TzLeGrapn, speaking of the arti- 
cle contained in the No. of this paper of Aug. 27th, says, 
** In it we perceive for the first time, the abusive and un- 
candid accusations of ‘ W. S.’ in reply to our remarks of 
Aug.9.” This is probably the last pop-gun that this edi- 
tor will fire at “ W. S.” for he informs the public in 
an article under the caption of «* Editorial Change,” that 
‘‘The services of the present editor of the Telegraph 
will close with this number”—that “the cause of mis- 
sions is one which has long been near his heart. The 
perishing condition of the heathen presents a claim for 
christian effort among them, which he does not feel 
himself at liberty to disregard.” Query? Which is in 
the most ‘* perishing condition,” the heathen, or Rev. 
Nathan Brown? 





PROPOSAL. 

We learn tliat Br. Moore, lias solicited of Mr. Sprague 
a copy of his sermon for the Watchman, which he delivered on 
the forenoon of the 4th Sabbath in November. He proposes tu 
Mr, Sprague, either to furnish the sermon as it was delivered on 
ihat occasion; or such an one as he may he pleased to write; and 
he (Mr. Moore) will furnish a reply. This is a fair offer—one 
to Which no reasonable man would object. We very much 
doubt, however, that Mr. Sprague will comply with the proposi- 
tion. If the sermon he delivered at Topsham, was correctly 
represented by Br. Moore, (and we have no reason to doubt that 
it was) ifhe has any modesty he will object to its publication ; 
and as he is in all probability unable to furnish another sermon 
of a character essentially different as it respects language and 
argument, we may reasonably conclude that Mr. Sprague will 
decline accepting the challenge, if snch it may be considered.— 


"oe 


oe, we ba. 
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a mistake, we assure Mr. Sprague that the columns of the 
Watchman are at his service. 

We take the liberty to correct an inaccuracy in the Trumpet. 
The Rev. Mr. Sprague, who delivered a discourse in the fore- 
noon of the last Sabbath im November, is of the Methodist 
connexion, and not of the Christian, as announced in that pa- 
per. 





[FOR THE UNIVERSALIAT WATCHMAN.] 

There will be an Independent Church of Christ, called Uni- 
versalists, organized in the village of St. Albans on the second 
Sunday in February next, by Divine permission ; at which time 
an appropriate discourse may be exzected from our worthy 
brother, Z. C. Woop, of Milton. Public worship will be held 
at the Court House, at the usual hours. 

Our brethren in the adjacent towns are invited to attend. 

J. WRIGHT. 

St. Albans, Dec. 24, 1831. 

The First Universalist Society in St. Albans, will hold. its 
Annual Meeting at the Court House, in St. Albans, on the 9th 
day of January, 1832. 

J. E, JAMES, Secretary. 





Br. Beit: Our friends in Bradford are about forming a So- 
ciety. I have engaged to mect with them for this purpose on 
the 26th inst. It wiil be respectable for numbers and character. 
The ravings and. railings of Sprague, are doing good in that re+ 
gion. God is causing the wrath of man to praise Him. I have 
never seen our friends in that quarter so much awake as now. 


Yours Respectfully, 


Barre, Dec. 14th 1831. 


JOHN E- PALMER. 





* MORE VICTIMS,” 

We have been called upon within a menth 
past, to record more than twenty cases of insani- 
ty and suicide caused by four day meetings anda 
belief in the unscriptural doctrine of endless mis- 
ery. We have now to mention two other cases— 
both in the town of South Reading, near Boston. 
At a recent four days’ meeting in that place, two 
young gentlemen, whose names are Sweetser and 
Stimpson, were driven to insanity by the hellish 
doctrines of the preachers.—Stimpson lingered 
for some time—a miserable being—until death 
kindly did its office by removing him beyond the 
reach of spiritual maniacs. 

Does the doctrine taught by Jesus Christ and 
his apostles ever drive asingle person to despair, 
insanity orsuicide? Search the New Testament 
through, and though you may find many cases 
wherein they cast out devils and cured maniacs, 
you will look in vain for a case of insanity pro- 
duced under their preaching. A covclusive evi- 
dence this, that the doctrines taught by Jesus and 
his disciples, and those taught by limitarians in 
our day, are very different things. 

From the Utica Magazine we learn that a Mr. 
Harmon of Wheaton, N. Y. “has been taken cra- 
zy ata four day’s meeting and has come very near 
taking the life of one or two of his neighbors 
while they were assisting to take care of him.” 
He had just “experienced religion.” 

Suicide—A Mr. Ephraim Taylor of Phelps- 
town, in this county, says the Ontario Phetix, 
committed suicide by hanging himself,on the 2nd 
inst. He wasa respectable independent farmer, 
one of the oldest settlers in the country, and had 
been a member of the Methodist church for for- 
ty years. He was in a state of insanity, suppos- 
ed to have been caused by religious depression. 

Christ. Mess. 


A TRUE ANECDOTE. 
Some years since, not far from the town of 
Portland, Me. lived a poor man, noted for one 
of the infirmities of human nature, viz. he was 





ee 


ee 





bel him. One night he entered a bain up. 
der. the operation of the above named infirmity, 
and was severely bitten. in the thigh by a dog, 
Well, he went limping about for many with. 
out disclosing to any one the cause of his lame. 
ness, or the manner in which he came by it. He 
finally went to the minister of the parish,( ortho. 
dox we suppose) and told him he wished to join 
his church. The minister, surprised at the ap. 
plication, asked him what had come across his 
mind, to lead him to reflect upon so seriousa 
subject. The penitent told him that a certain 
passage of scripture had occured to him, and for 
a good while had given him great concern and 
trouble. ‘The minister asked hin, what was the 
particular passage, that had brought him to such 
serious consideration. Why, said he, ‘It is that 
text which says. ‘A dog will bite, a thief by 
night.” The minister replied that such a passage 
was not to be found in the Bible. 
(said the man) where you'll find it, but I can de- 
clare it’s true.” —Religious Inquirer. 





ORTHODOXY IN BOSTON. 

In statu quo. No excitement. Some of the 
orthodox churehes full, some half full. Anxious 
seats, empty. Inquirers, scarce.-—Prospect, dubi- 
ous. Mr. Finney yet remains in the neighbor- 
hood. The novelty attached to his name has 
passed away.—His congregation various. His 
meetings have been notified in the papers, and 
by hand-bills sent round the city. These are a 
kind of advertisement of congregations wanted, 
He preaches onee a week, on Thursday evenings, 
at Charleston.—The house, recently, about two 
thirds full. So cases of insanity or suicide of late 
among orthodox inquirers in the city, that have 
come to our knowledge.— Trumpet. 

UNIV ERSALISM IN BOSTON. 
Progressing. Congregations crowded—too 
large sometimes for the houses of worship, espe 
cially evenings. No extraordinary exertions 
made by the Universalists. A new meeting house 
about to be erected at South Boston. Another 
very much needed at the south part of the main 
city. No anzious, (in the orthodox sense of that 
word,) but many sincere inquirers after truth, 
particularly among the young men. Universal- 
ist seyyeties in the neighborhood, in a prosper 
ous state. Not in the least impaired by the at- 
tacks of the enemy. “Brethren, be stedfast, im- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord.” —ib. 





A TASK. 

Will some revivalist friend please furnish us 
with an account of the numbers who are driven 
to despair, murder and suicide by the preaching 
of Jesus and his apostles? It will serve asa 
parallel to the cases originating in modern revi- 
vals, and act as a quietus to the cavillings of 
Universalists at the genuineness of the religion 
obtained at four days’ meetings, &c. 

Will some Limitarian friend furnish us with # 
statement exhibiting the number of times the 
word hell is named as a place of misery, in any 
sermon preached by the apostles of Jesus? It is 
asserted by Universalists, that Paul in all his 
writings, and in all his preachings, never, that 
can now be learned, used the word hell as a place 
of misery. But surely if this was the case, Paul 
must have preached and wrote very unlike a Lim- 
itarian preacher. Will someof our Partialist 
brethren examine into these things to see if they 








Error shrinks from investigation. If, however, we labor under 


addicted to the practice of taking what did not 


be so ?—G. Mag Adv. 
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An individual, in Preble county, is a 
sworn enemy to the Scriptural doctrine of Uni- 
versal benevolence, (and indeed to every species 
of benevolence,) and who has written and pub- 
lished more than one pampliet in opposition to 
the truth, was not long since placed in a situa- 
tion not very enviable, by a too free use of a kind 
of medicine, sometimes used in a case of sickness, 
by members of temperance societies, i. €. sweeten- 
ed wine or brandy, (which, by the by, cost him 
nothing.) He became, we are informed, so de- 
fiberate, particularly in his head and legs, (the 
medicine not operating properly,) that it required 
the aid of two or three persons to conduct, him 
to his home, which is situated about two miles 
S. W. from the town of E* ** *, where he ob- 
tained the medicine. 

The same individual possesses a zeal for the 
brimstone doetrines of the day, which is exceed- 


the acquisition of the mammon of unrighteous- 
ness.— Star in the West. 


NEW MEETING HOUSE. 

The Universalists of Waterville, Me. have 
made arrangements for the erection of a house 
of worship in that flourishing Village as soon as 
may be. <A lot of land, furnishing a beautiful 
site, has been obtained, the plan of the house a- 
greed upon, and most of the pews already sub- 
scribed for. 

The Universalists in Framingham, Mass. are 
about to erect a Meeting house. The funds are 
raised, the building contracted for and the work 
will be commenced forthwith. 
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Anorner Insurrection.—The Western Free- 
man (published at Shelbyville, Tenn.)of the 6th 
inst. has the following:—-““We have been credi- 
bly informed, that there has been a considerable 
excitement among the citizens of Fayetteville, 
Ten. within a few day past, in consequence of 
the discovery of a plot, among the negroes of 
that place and its vicinity, for an insurrection, all 
the particulars of which we have not yetlearned. 
The plot was discovered by a female slave, who, 
itappears had honesty enough to communicate 
the hellish designs of the blacks to some white 
person, perhaps her master. Their object was 
to set fire to some building, and amidst the con- 
fusion of the citizens, to seize as many guns and 
implements of destruction as they could procure, 
and commence a general massacre. 
those who were engaged in this infernal con- 
spiracy, have been slashed with all the severity, 
. Which the iniquity of their diabolical schemes so 
justly deserved.” 





At an auction of Cabinet Furniture, in New- 
York, sent from the Eastward, the sale was 
stopped by the stamping and noise of individ- 
uals, found afterwards to be journeymen cabi- 
net makers in the city, and others concerned 
in like manufactures. A reward has been of- 
fered. Much ofthe furniture was purposely 
injured and defaced, by cutting, &c. in the 


crowd. ‘This transaction is disgraceful to the 
tity, 





ployed in the tanning buisness in this town, 


Many of 


The great amount of capital and labor em- 


generally understood; but we doubt whether 
its utility in affording a very large and cheap 
supply of good fuel is so hi sly appreciated as 
itdeserves. Thousands of loads of the ground 
bark which has been used in tanning, are pro- 
cured every year from the yards, at no other 
cost, we believe, than the expense of carting, 
and furnish a species of fuel scarcely inferior, 
for some purposes, to the best wood. We do 
not know whether the tan can be procured as 
plentifully and cheaply now as in summer; if 
it can, much comfort may be dispensed at a 
small cost. [Salem Gazette. ] 





Earruquaks.—A smart shock of an Earth- 
quake was felt in Kingston, Jamaica, on Sun- 
day, Nov. 22, at two o’clock, and it lasted for 
nearly a minute. The vibration appeared to 
be from the east to the west ; but no damage 
had been done, as far as could be ascertained. 
The night was beautifully clear, the moon shi- 
ning bright, and not a breath of wind stirring 
at the time. The shock was felt generally 
throughout the island at the same hour. 

The Scotch Presbyterian Church on the 
corner of Grand ‘and Mercer streets, New 
York, was destroyed by fire on Thursday last. 
It was a new brick Church—cost, $12,000. It 
caught as was supposed, from the vestry.— 
The building occupied by Marsh, Capen & 
Lyon, Booksellers and Printers, in Washing- 
ton street, Boston, was burnt on Saturday 
evening last—loss great, but the stock was 
mostly insured, 





On the proper Cultivation of the Gooseberry.— 
When the plants are two years old take them 
up from the nursery and trim off all the suck- 
ers, and lower branches, leaving only one stem 
with afew branches at the top. Plant them 
in arich light soil in a moist situation, and 
where they will be partially shaded by branch- 
esoftrees. In the autumn, cover the ground 
around them with manure from the cow yard. 
The latter end of February thin out the branch- 
es very much, cutting them off close to the 
stem, taking out all such as cross each other, 
but be sure not to shorten the branches, for 
that causes them to throw out a great deal of 
wood and very little fruit. In the spring a 
quantity of young suckers will come up round 


the bush, which must be kept open so as to ad- 


the stem, all these must be cut off when green, | 
as also any others that grow in the middle of} 


et -E 





el Hill before the horse could be stopped.— 
She met with no farther mishap than the 
lengthening her ride in about an equal ratio 
with heightening of her fright — Lowell Jour. 





Foreien Interticence.—By the arrival at 
New-York of the Sheffield, Liverpool papers 


to November 9th have been received. 


The alarm about the Cholera at Sunderland 

had subsided. The London Morning Herald 
of the 8th, says there have been no new cases 
reported, and those which had been reported 
are now doubted ifnot denied. Accounts from 
Berlin, Oct. 26, state that the Cholera had 
manifested itself in several parts of the prov- 
ince, besides the town of Magdeburg. Let- 
ters of Sept. 23, from Alexandria, say that it 
had diminished at that place and entirely ceas- 
ed at Cairo. 
Some riotous proceedings had taken. place 
at Worcester, and a number of persons had 
been arrested. The public mind was consid- 
erably agitated at Manchester. A meeting 
of the “working classes” was called for Mon- 
day the 7th November, at White Conduit 
Fields, but it did not take place—probably 
in consequence of the vigilant preparations of 
the Government to preserve order. 

The Senate of Belgium has accepted the 
treaty of peace—an event which seems to have 
excited the murmurs ofthe Press. One of the 
newspapers pronounces the independence of 
Belgium, at an end. 

The King of Holland has demanded of Great 
Britain indemnification for the loss of Belgium, 
for which he says he gave her the Cape of 
Good Hope and Demarara. 

According to the census of Warsaw, just ta- 
ken, the population was 113,943—having suf- 
fered a decrease, in one year, of 25,000. 

The imperial Guards had left Warsaw to go 
into winter quarters. The fortress of Zamoac, 
4200 men, had submitted to the clemency of the 
Emperor. 

Many of the Poles, most distinguished in the 
late struggle, had arrived in Paris. 

An order from the English Government to 
detain the vessels fitted out for Don Pedro’s 
expedition, had created séme excitement in 
London. 


— 








MARRIED, 
In Bridgewater, Dec. lt, Mr. Abial Woodward, to Miss Re- 
becca Ursuela Spaulding. 
In Ponifret, on Sunday evening, 


by Rev. Mr. Lovelaud, Mr. 
Sylvanus Lyman, to Miss Minerva Ha 


awkins. 














mit the air freely. It is also a great support 
to the bush to drive a stake into the ground 
close to the stem, as keeping it steady causes 
the fruit to be larger. This treatment is to be 
continued annually, 
depreciating as is usual, will rather improve in 
size, as has been proved by some planted 15 
or 20 years ago. The ground must be spaded 
in the spring and kept perfectly clear of weeds. 
American Farmer. 

The Last Leap.—A rather singular occur- 
rence took place a few days ago. A horse and 
sleigh were left standing in front of the Wash- 
ington Hotel, when the horse took fright and 
ran directly up Central street, at the top of his 
speed; on the way he was met by two ladies in 
another sleigh, one of whom became frighten- 
ed, and in attempting to leap out, landed di- 
rectly into the sleigh drawn by the frightened 








and its consequent value in many respects, are 


horse, and was carried back to the top of Chap- 


DIED, 

{ In Bradford, on the 30th Nov., Mr. Josnua GERRY, aged 
| 72. Mr. G. served his country in the revolutionary war, was 
| an early settler in Bradford, where he lived respected for his ex- 


and the fruit instead of} emplary morals, and died lamented.. He had been for many 


| years a firm believer in the final restoration of all mankind to 
holiness and happiness ; and his faith supported him in the hour 
of death. He died rejoicing in the hope of the glery of God.— 
At his request on his death bed, the writer of this attended his 
funeral, and preached to a large and attentive assembly. 

[ Communicated.} 

In this village,on Wednesday morning, Dec. 2Sth, Mr. 
Jeduthan Mero, a colored man, aged 36 years. 

In Bridgewater, on the 22d ult. Mrs. Betsey Hawkins, aged 62. 

In Dover, N. H. aftertwo days iliness, Doct. Jacob Kittredge, 
aged 36. There is scarcely an individual who does not sensibly 
feel that he hgs lost a friend.— Dover Enquirer. 

In Keene, N. H. Mr. Abijah Houghton, a wy? pen- 
sioner, aged 84.—Also, in Stoddard, N. H. 'Dec. 6, Hepaa 
Jane, youngest child of Obed Hale, 2 years and 9 months. 

In Montpelier, in Nov. last, Mr. Ebenezer Merritt, aged 33. 
Also, on the 15th ult. Jay Augustus, son of Mr. John Jay Wil- 
lard, aged 3 years. o Burli , on the 23d ult, of con- 
samptiap, Miss Caroline Fisk, daughter of Benj. F. Esq. aged ¥?. 

In Montpelier, Miss Caroline A. Boyden, daughter of 
Darjua Boyden, Esq. aged 24. 
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POETRY. 





CHRISTMAS. 


{gain the bright season of Christmas is near, 

The season of mirth, of good will, and good cheer ; 
What wight, let his humor be ever so sad, 

But puts on a.smile when all round him are glad, 


I’ve heard of the pleasures, the beauties of May, 

Have danc’d on the green when all nature look’d gay ; 
But never expericne’d such heartfelt delight, 

\s I often enjoy ov a blithe Christmas night. 


While yet but an infant, how pleas’d I have been, 
Yo tind preparations for Christmas begin ; 
Io see the old cook maid surrounded with sweets, 
Hear paring of apples, and chopping of meats. 
Viv stockings I'd hang up the chimney with care, 
And lay half the night thinking what would be there ; 
Oh! how tong seem’d the time until I dare rise, 
To seek for my treasure, cxamine my prize, 
Though years havepass’d by, since those gay sunny days, 
And time has strew’d thistles and thorns in my ways, 
The bright rose of pleasure would sometimes appear, 
And bloom much more sweetly as Christmas drew near. 
There is at this season « feeling of joy, 
Which time and misfortune can never destroy ; 
There’s something that whispers we ought not to mourn, 
Oa the day that our blessed Redeemer was born. 
To partake of the blessings which Heaven hath sent, 
To be cheerful and grateful sure Heaven hath meant ; 
Let those wear sad looks who may think it is right, 
But cive me all smiles on the next Christmas nighit. 


THE LAND OF OUR BIRTH. 

There is not a spotin the wide peopled earth 
So dear to the heart as the land of our birth: 
*Tis the home of our childhood! the beautiful spot 
Whidh mem’ry retains when all else is forgot. 

May the blessing of God 

Ever hallow the sod, 
And its vallies and hills by our children be trod. 





Can the language of strangers, in atcents unknown, 
Send athrill to our bosom like that of our own ? 
The face may be fair, and the smile may be bland, 
But it breathes not the tone of our dear native land 

There’s no spot on earth 

Like the land of our birth, 
Where heroes keep guard o’er the altar and hearth! 
How sweetis the language which taught us to blend 
The dear names of parent, of husband, and friend ; 
Which taught us to lisp on our inother’s soft breast, 
The ballads she sung as she rock’d us to rest. 

May the blessing of God 

Ever hallow the sod, 
Andits valleys and hills by our children be trod. 




















DIALOGUE ON DUELLING. 

f. Were aman +o call mea liar, a scoun- 
drel, or a fool, -by heavens I’d challenge him. 

W. And so prove your title to at least one of 
the opprobrious epithets. 

F. How, sir! do you call mea fool? 

W. Byno means. How could I be so rash 
as to think of it, when you have just declared you 
would challenge me ? 

F. That I would, in Jess than the sna 
a pistol. 

W. And if you should, where would be the 
advantage. 

F. Why, I should kill you of course. 

WV. But suppose I would not fight? « 

#. Then I would post you fora liar anda 
coward. 

W. That would probably not hurt me, and 
certainly would not benefit you. Your posting 
me would not prove you any the less a fool ; the 


pping of 


original charge, if it has any force, would remain 
the same were you’ to post me a thousand times. 

F. It would be some satisfaction at least to 
stigmatize you, : 

W. But suppose I should accept your chal- 
‘lenge and kill you ? . 
ie - Why, then my honor would be satisfied. 

W. But the charge of fool would still cling 
to your memory ; and those who once had chari- 
ty enough to believe you possessed some little 
| sense, would be thoroughly convinced by the last 
‘act of your life that you were a fool. They would 
|say—“Here lies that fellow, F, who in order to 
| convince people that he was not a fool, “died as 
| a fool dieth.” 








| 















covered by a plain straw hat, the Mother ; 
‘hisjhero!’ The Lady saluted him kindly, ob. 
serving—‘Ah, Marquis! you see an old wo. 
man—but come, I can make you welcome tp 
my poor dwelling, without the parade of chang. 
ing my dress.” 
Much as Lafayette had heard and. seen, ¢ 
the matron before, at this interesting interview 
he was charmed and struck with wonder, 
When he considered her great age, transcep. 
dent elevation of her son, who, surpassing al 
rivals in the race of glory, ‘bore the palm 
alone,’ and at the same timé discovered m 
change in her plain, yet dignified life and map. 
ners, he became assured that the Roman mat- 


it 


Term 








| #. Do you mean to insinuate that lam a} pon could flourish in the modern day. 3 
goad? . 
|% ; sips in Sie . The Marquis spoke of the» happy effects offs 
V. Certainly not. IT know you would chal- the revolution, and the goodly prospect which— !** 
‘lenge me: and I have not the least desire to be ein sehen ende endent America, stated Mae" 
|killed just now; nor do I feel bloody-minded e- P q ar t P hie nati land and pall wee 
nough to wish to kill you or any other man. But | SP©¢¢y Ceparlure for iis native » One Pee en 
s “ y Spe the tribute of his heart, his love and admiration 
suppose I should call you fool enough to fight, af lene: Ainttnlosia oon T. the ienoonilile 
and you should kill me, what advantage would which he bul lavidiied: upon his hero and pa 
rou again 2 ‘ . : 
Fol ; . . 9 . ternal chief, the matron replied in words: “/§f ,.. 
-*°I should wipe off the stigma of being call- | am not. surpriged’at jolt Georg’ Nas-doney he DEL 
ed a fool. | : = ? 
W. Whyso? You would not prove your-| teas always @ very good poy | Ee, 
self any the less a fool by Raving stood up to be + ee “i 
shot at, though you should chance toescapedenth.; pine ap Burrato.—A very extensive con- postle 
The original charge would still remain with the flagration occured at Buffalo on the 15th ins, 
e a ro ae. ie. The Journal says: The block bounded by Main, Rie 
+ But I should gratify my revenge, and), ,1¢, Pearl and Niagara streets, com rising th 
that would be some comfort > Pee +1 a: e fae P ralist 
eyes ~ | : — : 23 wooden buildings, was entirely consumed, \ 
W. That is on the supposition you killed me ; except one barn and two small houses, both #" 
but if I killed you, then, friend F., you would say | which were partially pulled down ahd > ae weus 
nothing about the gratification. The truth is, | yalyeless. The total loss of property wé cap- caine 
your whole plea of wiping out a stigma, whether | » o¢ learn, but it is very heavy. The fire oe- Other 
it be of fool, liar, scoundrel, or what not, has no} oured at diz ‘o'clock ia the evening, during j if tru 
foundation in reason or sound argument ; because perfect gele, with snow, from the southwes, fain 
ike challenging, the killing, the posting, or what-) 2nd so rapid ‘was the coninatatian tae thelas 
ever may be the result, leaves the original ques-|}, Wilding was down by nine ” At the commana mi 
S B, R 1 


tion, whether the offensive charge be true or false, 
precisely where it was before the challenge. A 
fool may call out a wise ‘man; a litr, a man of 
truth; a scoundrel, an honest man, &c. The 
mere circumstance of challenging or fighting, 
does not place the challenger on higher ground, 
or alter his relatiye position for the better. 

F. What would you have a man to do, then, 
when he is insulted or slandered ? 

W. Why, if he is an honest man and a good 
citizen, continue so by faithfully observing the 
laws and fulfilling all his duties as a worthy mem- 
ber of society. On the contrary, if he isa bad 
man, the best thing he can do is to set about 
amendment; and instead of killing his adver- 
sary, be careful to give him no farther cause to 
speak evil of him. 

F. And so let the stigma remain on his own 
character ? 

W. Let him do as I have mentioned, and he 
will soonest get rid of stigma. An honest and true 
man is like pure gold; a tarnish cannot adhere 
tohim. The harder he is rubbed the brighter 
he shines.—N. Y. Constellation. 





Gen. Wasutncton was a Goop Boy.—The 
Marquis de Lafayette repaired to Fredericks- 
burg, previous to his departure for Europe, in 
the fall of 1784, to pay his parting respects to 
the mother of Washington. 

Conducted by one of her grandsons, he ap- 
proached the house, when the young gentle- 
m&n observed, ‘There sir, is my grandmother.’ 
Lafayette beheld, working in the garden, clad 








in domestic-made clothes, and her gray head 


ment the most lively fears were entertained 
that the flames wouldcross Eagle street, daly § 











four rods in width, in which case nothing could “2 
have saved the Eagle Tavern, and the wooden §, <. 
buildings upon each side of it, extending half vit 
amile. To prevent this, a public reservoirre Bf ry, 
cently sunk at the corner of Main and ira 
streets, was the only dependence, and this, § jr, 
for some time was so enveloped in smoke as to Is 
render it impossible to approach it. “Most for ff iis. 
tunately the wind suddenly changed so as to @p,. 
clear away the smoke, when Engine No, 1 was §,, y, 
promptly placed at the fountain, and the fire 9, 
was thus prevented from crossing the street the 

Narrow Escare. The Steam boat line of Ps 
Stages from the Steam boat Superior at New- 9, 
Haven, left the boat, (on wheels) last Thurs: 9), 
day, at 4, P. M. with nine passengers insibe, 9; 
bound for Hartford. When seven miles out, warp 
after rising a hill and descending, the coach §,, ,,, 
upset going down, 12 to 15 feet, and wasen- § yp, 
tirely broken to pieces. Five of the passen- 9j,,);, 
gers were much injured, among the number, By, , 
Mr. Isaac W. Goodrich, of this city. The §..j 
driver was much hurt. The fault is with the §,.... 
proprietors of the road not having railings. At Boon 
is to be hoped the proprietors of the stages §).1,, 
will look to the thing and find out whois to f,,,, 
blame. [ibid.] pon 

The Albany Daily Advertiser states that the tf 
revenue from the Erie and Champlain Canals ‘he, 
this year, will be about $160,000 more than my 


during the last.—Last year it was $1,056,622. bee 


